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SAARC and SACEP unite for

Environmental Protection

A significant Memoran-
dum of Understanding to
promote the protection of
the environment was sign-
ed on July § by Secretary
General of the South Asia
Association for Regional
Co-operation  {SAARC)
Q.A.M.A. Raghim, and Di-
rector General of the South
Asia Co-operative Envi-
ronment Programme

(SACEP) Mahboob Elahi, .
The Memorandum, a result
of discussions over several
years, provides a frame-
work of co-operation be-
tween the two organisa-
tions that will benefit the
people of South Asia by
enabling SAARC and SA-
CEP to combine their polit-
ical and technical sirengths
to address environmental

issues in the region.

The two organisations
would now be able to im-
plement their respective
environmental pro-
grammes and action plans,
as well as exchange infor-
mation on the state of the
environment in the region
and collaborate on reports
and studies on priority
concerns, in order to give

them a strengthened ca-
pacity to address global
and regional environmen-
tal concerns.

SACEP is an inter-gov-
ernmental organisation es-
tablished in 1982 by the
countries of South Asia to
promote  environmental
protection and manage-
ment in the region.

SAAqus an inter-gove

ernmental body working to
provide greater under-
standing in econonic, so-
cial and cultural spheres
between the countries of
South Asia. It was estab-
lished in 1985.

The ever-expanding
populations and econo-
mies of the countries of
South Asia make, it in-
creasingly difficult lo safe-

guard its environment and
natural resources.

The MoU  between
SAARC and SACEP will
go some way in minimis-
ing duplication of their ac-
tivities and is a realisation
of the importance of capi-
talising on the separate
strengths of the two bodies
to address environmental
issues.
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