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The fourth governing
couddl meeting of South
Asia Cooperative Envir-
onment Programme
(SACEP) meeting  in
Kabul, this =~ week
assumes greater im-
portance In  that it
would be necessary  for
the council to eritically
examine the sirategies so
far followed and consider
the requirements to stre.

in order that it may reap
the full benetits of this co-
operative effort says a
message of SACEP direo-

les of South Asia have
never in the past, embar-
ked In grouping themsel-
ves for a co-uperative eff-
ort In any field of deve-
lopment activity, It was
in this climiate that the
Government of Sdi  Lan-
ka conceived the possibi-
lities of countries of the
South Asian Region work-
ing together in & patently
- non-controversial area of
“the concern for the. en-
viromment.” The United
Nations Environment Pr-
ogramme (UNEP) - being
sensitive to voluntary re-
actions of this nature, re-
acted immediately and a
meating of high level off-
fclals was arranged | in
.Bangalore, Indis, in 1980,
under the of

| 4he United . Nations wh-

“ere nine of the ten coun-

"wepresented, This! meet- |

ingled toa
‘rmindsters

February

legal ent {n' January
1982 vivhetny the minimum
of three countries ratified
the Articles of Assodlat-
lon. Today seven South
Asian  countries, namely
Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan. Maldives, In-
dig, Pokistan and  Sn

mbers of this organisat-
lon. Fiflecn. subject matt-
er areas of priority were
identiffed: to name a

Benefit Anslysis, Tech-
nology for Development
of Renewable and Reus-
sble Resources, Sodal
Forestry, Education and
Training, conservation of

regional seas

SACEP governing
to meet

in Kabul

Fanka are fulfledged me- -

7

For the Subject Atreas
Focal Points designated
,and subsequent  project
ddentification missions
were launched. The
‘projects identified’ were
subsequently approved at
the first governing coun-
cll meeting of SACEP
“held in Colomibo, St
Danks, in January 1883.

In its short gpace  of

ngthen the -organisation,: existence, SACEP has

contributed in no small
measure to mitigate the
adverse effects on  the
environment  caused by
human activities in  the

Reglon,
and by recognition of this
fact, the member gtates of
this programme imanimo-
usly decided to designste
the SACEP Secretariat to
function as the secreta~

riat for the action plan |

of the South Asian Seas
Regional Programme. It
is envisaged that = the
action plan 'will be form-_
ally accepted by the me-
mber gtates goyernmen!
by the end of 1988 ’

Another significant ‘ac-.

tivity of SACEP has be-
en ity effort in

the tree cover of this pe- |

‘glon. At 'the, 1st govern-
Ang councd] " ; ;

also been made in the su-
bject area of environme-
ntal legisiation. environ-
ronmental impact assess-
mént and conservation of
torals mangroves and is-
land ecosystema. E

The furtherance of
SACEP's activities now

rests lolelvinﬂiehm:dt_

of its member governmen-
ts and other (nternational
Organisations who up f{o

now, have nurtured ° this
nascent arganisation. A
freater commitment is |
sbeolutely essential as

corals, desertification and SACEP programmes ass-
umes grester proprtions.



http:comtrJtme.nt
http:COD8tetvlltl.cm

