ties .and future plans to prolect the environment.

: Burma,

“vention of the deplefion of forest cover

& Implementatlorn of env1ronment pro;ects
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By Jack Herft

No government Is able to implement programmes with
enly the help of
pariicipation of citizens must be sought, UNDP’s. Resldent
Representative In Colombo ¥, Y. Kim said yesterday.

Inaugurating the meeting of the South Asian Co-opera-:

tive Environment Programme at the BMICH, Mr., Kim said
in undertaking any of these programmes, .-whether it be pre-

use of fuel-wood, or resurrection of 2 traditional water lift-

- ma device, a pubhc awareness campaign should precede

The South Asian Co-operatne Fnvironment Progrzmme 4

!SACEP) is ‘holding z five-dey workshop to discuss activi-

member couniries zre Afghanistan, PBangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Aialdives, Iran, Nepal, Pakistan, 5r1 Lanka‘ and
(Burms, is havwever not partxcmaumv in this

‘tmme),
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public organisztions and funds. The uctive

through efficient
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Mr, Kim szid, “The oovemments of these nine countries,
although belonging to Tess zffluent countries with many
basic problems of their own such as over- population, poverty.
social insecurity and economic imbalance, have come together in

. a commitment which is of great concern — the environment.

. “SACEP is a programme of the countries of South Asia for,

has set up SACEP,

and by themselves. No fairy godfather
big

determined. its structure or institutionalisation and no
donor has'come in-to create it or cushion its initial steps.

. “It is a programme wholly by South-Asian countries.”
He said 'he hoped the workshop would not be just another
uxscussxon or.a ‘talkshop’.
. .-“It is for your representatives to consider the relevance
of iyour 'tecommendations _and projects in the light of each
country’s -need. Consider the priorities against the environ-
mental background of. each country and then consider the
- money to be spent on each project and whether it-is worth
the effort to implement it.”
SACEP Directer Dr. Les
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workshop

liz Herzth said this
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" and fuel wood systems; environmental edusgation and

-
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was the first ever organised to discuss programmes and pro-

jects by member courniries, for impl ntation during the
coming years. :
Dr. Herath explained that three inissions visited these

countries last year. There were 11 projects for discussion.
The projects were integrated energy saving domestic stoves
infor-
mation; “environmental legislation; environmenial clearing
house services; demonstration plant for rice-husk-ash cement
in Sri Lanka; demonstration plant for feed blocks from agri-
cultural residues in Pakistan, environmental ‘ assessment of
investment promotion zones at Katunayake and Biyagama;

environmental asssessment of proposed high gas based fer-

tiliser plants in Gujerat and Maharashtra; manpower develop-
ment programme for environmental assessment and other can-
didate projects suggested for study in the field of environ-
mental assessment.,

All member countnes lhough poor themselves have 'con-

‘tributed funds for institutional support, he added.
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